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ı Papenburg, a family caught between love and selfishness

ı “The long-awaited, never-delivered contemporary German social novel – here it is.” —
DIE ZEIT on Schönwald

ı Over 60,000 copies of Schönwald sold in Germany

Elegant, incisive and emotional: the
book of our times

2

 

Emilia has left Benni and moved to New York with the
children. A fresh start without the family she believes
she has failed. But she may be wrong, because neither
her father nor her long‑lost mother are willing to give
up on her. All three endure old wounds and dashed
hopes for brief moments of clarity and happiness.
Emilia’s husband Benni is already a step ahead. Like his
brother Chris Schönwald, he once enjoyed the comfort
of a stable family life – but where has that really led
them? Papenburg is a confident panorama of Western
society and a portrait of a family desperately and
inventively searching for what we all need: solidarity
and empathy.

Philipp Oehmke (born 1974) is, after periods in Munich and New
York, Head of the Culture Desk at Spiegel in Berlin. In 2014 he pub-
lished his brilliantly told biography of Die Toten Hosen, In the
Beginning was the Noise ("Am Anfang war der Lärm"). His first
work of fiction, Schönwald, an expansive social novel that spent
weeks on the bestseller list and was celebrated by critics.Philipp Oehmke

Papenburg
448 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07494-0
Sold to: the Netherlands (Meridiaan)
08/2026

Schönwald
544 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07190-1
Sold to: the Netherlands
(Meridiaan), France (Belfond),
Denmark (Gutkind), Norway
(Bonnier Norsk)
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ı A celebrated writer, an ambitious journalist, a literary scandal

ı For readers of Yellowface, Identitti, and The Assistant ("Die Assistentin")

"You don't believe me, do you?"

Literary Fiction

3

 

Emma Rodenstock is a phenomenon. Critics, talk
shows, and readers can't get enough of the young
working-class poet who has become the face of the
debate around class and privilege. Then Nazanin Esfa-
hani, an ambitious journalist, finds an inconsistency in
Emma's story — and soon a second poet steps forward,
claiming the poems are hers. If it's true, it's a scandal,
and the scoop of Nazanin's career. But who would the
truth actually help — and who would it destroy? A
sharp, propulsive novel about who gets to tell a story,
and who gets believed, in the age of the attention econ-
omy.

Özge İnan was born in 1997 in Berlin, and has been writing ever
since she learnt to wield a pen. While studying for a law degree, she
became known for her political tweets (@oezgeinan). Next came a
column for Mission Lifeline and a job on the satirical late-night TV
show ZDF Magazin Royale. She currently works in Berlin as an editor
with newspapers such as Süddeutsche Zeitung, Freitag and Zeit
Online. Özge İnan

The Poet
224 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07489-6
World Rights available
08/2026

“A heroine you admire and despise in equal mea-
sure. I want to be friends with Emma, and I’m

afraid of her.” — Caroline Wahl

“Told with the intelligence and sharp wit that only Özge
İnan can bring to the page. A headlong dive into questions
of authenticity, appropriation, and public outrage. A scan-
dalously good book!” — Mithu Sanyal
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ı A psychological tour de force about the choices of a narcissistic mother

ı Family fate, the German Autumn, and contemporary debates — bril-
liantly interwoven

An encounter that rewrites a family's
story

Literary Fiction

4

 

Italy, 1977, a campsite: a mother and her young son
vanish without a trace. Left behind are the father and
eleven-year-old Fritzi, whose childhood comes apart
over the following sixty days, as the German Autumn —
the violent climax of the RAF years — grips the country.
Forty-seven years later, Friederike meets the nephew
she never knew she had: Tim, a climate activist.
Together they begin to break the silence that has long
shrouded their family. A haunting novel about who gets
called a terrorist — then and now — and about how
fear and trauma pass from one generation to the next,
and how that inheritance might finally be undone.

Sandra Hoffmann is a freelance author living in Munich. She
teaches creative writing, works for various print media and radio
stations, and has published several novels. She was awarded the
Hans-Fallada Prize for Paula (2017).Sandra Hoffmann

Mogadischu
240 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21 cm
ISBN 978-3-8270-1545-7
World Rights available
09/2026

©
 J

ür
ge

n 
Ba

ue
r



ı A clear-eyed social novel about the enduring state of emergency of our
times

ı Kerstin Preiwuß is widely regarded as one of the most important liter-
ary voices of her generation

"It takes a while for the water to come."

Virtuosic and
Visionary

5

A pawnbroker who no longer understands the world.
An allotment dweller who just wants a bit of luck in life.
A man who keeps going despite being retired. A young
woman who cannot make up her mind. In a sweltering
city in the east of the country, these people's lives con-
verge. Though they have little in common, they
become bound together by fate — because the times
are hard and the pressure is mounting. Kerstin Preiwuß
paints a razor-sharp portrait of the compounding crises
of our age, searching for a sense of "we" in the long,
drawn-out present. Because it affects all of us.

Kerstin Preiwuß has won multiple awards for her novels and
poetry collections, the most recent being the Poetry Prize of the
German Schiller Foundation. She has held the professorship for Lit-
erary Aesthetics at the German Institute of Literature Leipzig since
2021. Kerstin Preiwuß

All of Us
240 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21 cm
ISBN 978-3-8270-1466-5
World Rights available
09/2026

Today is the Middle of the Night
192 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21 cm
ISBN 978-3-8270-1465-8
World Rights available

Residual Love
224 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21 cm
ISBN 978-3-8270-1231-9
World Rights available
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ı About growing up and the overwhelming force of first love

ı As quirky as What You Can See from Here ("Was man von hier aus sehen
kann"), as bittersweet as Twenty‑Two Lengths ("22 Bahnen")

Luminous, honest and achingly beautiful

Coming-of-Age

6

“If my father had died of a heart attack, we would all be
happy.” Olive is an expert at hiding her feelings behind
fantastical stories and cool detachment. But when her
little brother disappears, just as her father did before,
she must decide whether to keep hiding from reality or
finally start living. Living with all the pain, but also with
the love, the joy and the endless possibilities. In her
bittersweet and perceptive novel This Summer We
Leap ("Diesen Sommer springen wir"), Alexandra
Blöchl brings to life the longings, fears and magic of
five shimmering summer days in which anything seems
possible – and everything changes.

Alexandra Blöchl, born in 1969 in Wuppertal, worked for many
years as a journalist before dedicating herself to writing. Under
other names, she has already published bestselling novels, and one
of her works earned her the City of Munich’s literary work grant. She
lives with her husband and cats in the outskirts of the Bavarian capi-
tal.Alexandra Blöchl

This Summer We Leap
256 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07429-2
World Rights available
07/2026

Alexandra Blöchl writes with equal parts power
and tenderness, wit and honesty, about a family

breaking apart – and the courage it takes to choose
happiness.

“Sometimes I wish I’d lost my memory. I wouldn’t remem-
ber who I used to be, who I am now, what happened in
between. I’d call myself Alex or Jules, some name that
doesn’t give the slightest clue who I am. I’d look ahead, not
back. I wouldn’t want to know what was, only what still
might be. I’d probably be just as unhappy, but at least I
wouldn’t have the faintest idea why.”
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ı A doctor who stands up to the Stasi, and the granddaughter who
breaks the silence decades later

ı A gripping piece of contemporary history

The liberating power of truth

Historical Fic-
tion

7

Rügen, early 1980s: Alma works as a doctor in the psy-
chiatric ward of a local clinic. What she witnesses there
leaves her appalled. Unable to bear the inhumanity
with which the patients are treated, she takes it upon
herself to do things differently. But this brings her to
the attention of the Stasi, the East German secret
police. She is pressured to conform and to spy on her
colleagues as an "informal collaborator." When she
refuses and applies for permission to leave the country,
the situation escalates and the Stasi begins to black-
mail her. Decades later, Alma's granddaughter discov-
ers her grandmother's Stasi file and uncovers an explo-
sive secret. Following the trail of the past, she reveals a
truth that could change the entire family's life forever.

Sabine Welk was born in Zurich in 1969 and moved to the former
East Germany in the early 1990s — a formative period that continues
to shape her writing to this day. She writes historical novels set pri-
marily in the 20th century. This is her first novel with Piper Verlag.
She now lives with her family in Greifswald, across from the island of
Rügen.

Sabine Welk
The Alma File
320 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07471-1
World Rights available
11/2026
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ı Three sisters, a summer by the lake, and a long-kept secret

A moving saga of sisters

Start of a New
Duology

8

Eva and her two sisters have barely been in touch for
years. But when their mother Katharina is diagnosed
with dementia, they find themselves drawn back to the
old holiday house on Lake Wolfgang, where they spent
carefree summers as children. No sooner have they
arrived than old conflicts and wounds resurface — until
Katharina suddenly begins to speak of a past entirely
unknown to her three daughters. It emerges that their
mother has kept a secret for decades, one that reaches
back to her youth in East Germany and whose conse-
quences continue to shape the family to this day. Eva
sets out with her son to uncover the truth — and amid
old hurts, space opens up for something long absent:
understanding and reconciliation.

Eva Grübl was born in Vienna in 1971 and studied elementary and
deaf education. Her passions outside the classroom are her family,
writing and travelling to faraway places.Eva Grübl

Summer at the Lake House
384 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06901-4
World Rights available
08/2026

Reunion at the Lake House
ca. 384 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06902-1
World Rights available

Look the World Straight in the
Eye
416 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07338-7
Sold to: Czech Republic (Alpress)
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ı Through her "Love Letter Agency", Emma turns feelings into words
that change everything

ı How the right words can bring people together

Welcome to the "Love Letter Agency"

Heartwarming
Summer Novel

9

Emma has lost love — in her heart and in her writing.
Until her brother asks her to write a love letter on his
behalf. Her, of all people — a writer who hasn't been
able to put a single feeling into words for years. But her
words work wonders, and before long her "Love Letter
Agency" is giving a voice to those who cannot find their
own: from an elderly lady who never forgot her first
love, to a vicar who wants to remember why he once
loved his calling. But then a client orders a letter for a
man Emma has been desperate to forget…

Janina Lorenz was born in 1979 and grew up near Münster. She
now lives and works in Düsseldorf. Whenever time allows, she writes
— most productively at her desk, but most happily on the sofa. Janina Lorenz

Love Letter Agency
320 pages ▪ 12 × 18,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-32206-5
World Rights available
07/2026

Emma writes about love. But who could have
guessed what she would discover along the way?

“In the past six months, I’ve written 49 love letters. I’ve
written to mothers, fathers, sons and daughters, siblings
and grandparents. There was even an Australian Shepherd
among them, as well as a geriatric care worker, a para-
medic, and a firefighter. One letter was for a Protestant pas-
tor. That was the one I thought about the longest. If I’ve
learned one thing, it’s that love has infinitely many facets.
And that it’s never too late to throw yourself into it head-
first.”
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ı More than 300,000 copies sold of Linus Geschke's books

ı "Linus Geschke is a master of suspense fiction."—Aachener Zeitung
on The Camp

The explosive conclusion to the
Donkerbloem trilogy

Bestselling
Thriller Trilogy

10

They come from the darkness. They hunt. They kill.
Four men who call themselves the Hunters. Years ago,
they murdered Kathinka's sister. Now Kathinka and the
shady bar owner Wout are on their trail. Step by step
they close in on the Hunters, determined to set a trap
for them at an abandoned campsite. But Camp
Donkerbloem has always been a place where nothing is
as it seems — a place where evil prevails.

In the breathtaking finale of his Camp Donkerbloem
trilogy, Spiegel bestselling author Linus Geschke
proves once again that he is a master of intricate, grip-
ping psychological suspense.

Linus Geschke lives in Cologne and has written for leading German
magazines and newspapers, including Spiegel Online and the Frank-
furter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung. His thrillers The Loft ("Das Loft")
and The Trailer ("Der Trailer") spent many weeks on the
Spiegel bestseller list – most recently, The Camp ("Das Camp") was
ranked No. 1.Linus Geschke

The Gorge
(Donkerbloem 3)
ca. 416 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06863-5
World Rights available
10/2026

The Trailer
416 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06861-1
Sold to: Poland (Marginesy)

The Camp
416 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06862-8
Sold to: Poland (Marginesy)
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ı Inspired by one of the most spectacular criminal cases in post-war his-
tory

ı Gripping and fast-paced — a glimpse into the darkest depths of the
human psyche

A brutal murder. An old secret. And a
truth that could cost everything.

Not for the
Fainthearted

11

On their very first day at their new posting, police
trainees Mila Elias and Tom Schmidt are thrown into a
deeply unsettling case: while clearing out her late
father's home, a woman discovers the remains of sev-
eral women in a chest freezer. The find is linked to two
cold cases — the disappearance of a schoolgirl and the
murder of a sex worker. Officially, the perpetrator is
dead. But Mila doubts he acted alone. Against the
wishes of her superiors, she continues to investigate —
and follows a trail that leads to someone who has
already set their sights on her …

Thomas Durchschlag was born in Oberhausen in 1974. He worked
as a director and screenwriter on numerous projects
for ARD and ZDF before devoting himself entirely to writing. Finster-
land is his debut thriller. Thomas Durchschlag

Finsterland
496 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06991-5
World Rights available
10/2026

Dark Grave
ca. 480 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06992-2
World Rights available
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ı A breathtaking closed-setting thriller set in Wales

ı For fans of Ruth Ware, Vera Buck, and Emily Rudolf

Trapped in the tunnel. And a killer
among them.

Psychological
Thriller

12

Ten years ago, Rachel's best friend disappeared. Now
Amy's body has been found in Snowdonia National
Park. Rachel sets off for Wales to attend the funeral. But
a terrible car accident traps her in an old tunnel with a
group of strangers, just short of her destination. There
are fatalities, and Rachel herself is injured. A commu-
nity of fate quickly forms among the survivors. But one
of those trapped in the tunnel is not who he claims to
be. He is Amy's killer. And when he recognises Rachel,
he devises a sinister game with one single goal: her
death.

Fiona Thomas is the pseudonym of a successful, award-winning
German author. Extended travels through England and Wales, com-
bined with a fascination for the darker recesses of the human mind,
were the inspiration for this breathtaking thriller.Fiona Thomas

The Tunnel
320 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06648-8
World Rights available
08/2026
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ı The true story behind Robin Hood

ı Meticulously researched, compellingly written, and thrillingly told

ı For fans of Ken Follett and Rebecca Gablé

From monk to outlaw, from pirate to
legend

Epic Medieval
Fiction

13

Normandy, 1203: An act of treachery destroys the
future of the young nobleman Eustache Busqués. Dis-
possessed and declared an outlaw, he flees into the
forests and wages war against those who brought him
down. When he is captured, he manages to escape and
begins a new life as a pirate. During a raid, he takes
captive the spirited and beautiful Héloise d'Évrecy,
who is being forced into a marriage against her will.
Together they hatch a plan that could win her freedom
and him his revenge — and perhaps even decide the
outcome of a war. But Eustache has long since caught
the attention of both the English and the French king,
enemies who each want to use the pirate for their own
ends — or destroy him.

Juliane Stadler studied early history, archaeology and ancient his-
tory in Heidelberg and wrote her doctoral thesis on Celtic burial
rites. She lives in the cathedral city of Speyer with her husband and
two sons. Juliane Stadler

Throne of Thieves
672 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07472-8
World Rights available
10/2026

Kingdom of Heavens
704 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22 cm ▪
Hardcover
ISBN 978-3-492-07054-6
Sold to: Spain (Suma), Czech
Republic (Beta)

King of Knights
752 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07055-3
Sold to: Czech Republic (Beta)
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ı One of the world’s most famous shoe designers 

ı He graced the cover of Vogue, partied at the legendary Studio 54, and helped define
“Sex and the City”.

Without him, Carrie Bradshaw would
have been walking barefoot 

14

La Palma, 1960: Manolo Blahnik dreams of the wider
world. Driven by creativity and supported by his sister
Evangelina, he sets out—through Paris’s glittering art
scene and on to London, where he discovers his true
calling: creating one-of-a-kind shoes. With his best
friend Paloma Picasso and his sister by his side, Manolo
surpasses himself. Despite setbacks, his designs
achieve international success. His stilettos become
works of art, giving women around the world confi-
dence, elegance, and a touch of magic. 

Charlotte Jacobi is the pen name of the SPIEGEL bestseller duo
Eva-Maria Bast and Jørn Precht. The journalist from Überlingen is
a publisher and editor-in-chief while Jørn Precht, a professor from
Stuttgart, is a screenwriter for film and TV productions.Charlotte Jacobi

Manolo Blahnik and the Dream of Success
384 pages ▪ 12,1 × 18,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-32033-7
World Rights available
08/2026

Heroine of the Tides – A
Swimmer. A Goal. A Global
Success
368 pages ▪ 12,1 × 18,7 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-32032-0
World Rights available

The Douglas Sisters
464 pages ▪ 12,1 × 18,7 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-31647-7
Sold to: the Netherlands (Xander),
Czech Republic (Euromedia),
Hungary (XXI Szàzad Kiadó), Italy
(Tre60), Slovakia (Tatran)
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ı On a day of unprecedented catastrophe, strangers become rescuers
and ordinary people turn into heroes

ı 9/11 as it has never been told before

When people rise above themselves

English Material
Available

15

When the towers of the World Trade Center collapse on
11 September 2001, people flee Manhattan. Hundreds
of thousands try to reach safety across the Hudson.
Abe McCullen takes the first survivors on board his
sightseeing boat, triggering the largest maritime evacu-
ation in history. Hundreds of captains, ferries, sightsee-
ing boats and tugboats rescue half a million people
over the course of the day. Through the eyes of young
Rhona, stock trader Ben and little Shaun, The Heroes
of Manhattan (»Die Helden von Manhattan«) shows
how, in the midst of catastrophe, people also discover
humanity and hope.

Hamburg-born Anja Marschall is known for turning her meticulous
research into historical events into gripping novels. She is a member
of the organisations "Mörderischen Schwestern eV" and the "Syndi-
cat" which work to promote German crime writing, as well as the
Mary-E-Braddon Association. Anja Marschall

The Heroes of Manhattan
384 pages ▪ 12,1 × 18,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-32340-6
World Rights available
09/2026

Daughters of the Warehouse City
– the Scent of Coffee Blossom
464 pages ▪ 12 × 18,7 cm ▪
Paperback
ISBN 978-3-492-31721-4
World Rights available

When the Storm Came
448 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm ▪
The storm flood in Hamburg in 1962
ISBN 978-3-492-06420-0
World Rights available
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ı Eight days on a diving safari at sea. With the ex. What could possibly go
wrong?

ı Forced proximity on a yacht

ı For fans of Ali Hazelwood and Christina Lauren

A new adult rom-com for hot summer
days!

Summer Rom-
Com

16 everlove

As a cliff diver, no drop was ever too deep for Noly —
until an accident put her professional career on hold.
Last resort: an eight-day diving safari is meant to help
her overcome her fear. Just water, waves … and Austin.
Her diving instructor. The man she once thought was
the love of her life, until he shattered her cliff-diving
dreams a year ago. All the more disastrous, then, that
being stuck together on a yacht brings them danger-
ously close. Beneath a night sky full of stars and in
turquoise waters, the old spark ignites once more. But
some wounds are not so easily forgotten — let alone
forgiven …

Linda Schipp was the director of a well-known PR agency before
setting up her own business. Today, she writes novels as an author
and tells stories about brands and companies as a freelance story-
teller - from all over the world.Linda Schipp

Too Deep to Dive
416 pages ▪ 13,6 × 21,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06645-7
World Rights available
08/2026
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ı From the bestselling author of Asrai and Bound by Flames

ı Shadow wolves — mystical and dangerous!

For fans of Dire Bound and Fourth Wing

Spiegel-Best-
selling Author

17Romantasy

The young witch Fiara is held captive by the dark witch
queen in an enchanted grove. She has given up all
hope of rescue — until three shadow wolves, enormous
creatures of mysterious power, break into her grove.
For years, shadow wolves have been hunted by the
witch queen, and only one wolf rider has survived her
attacks: Cealan. Now he seeks revenge for his people.
When his wolves lead him to Fiara, he instantly
despises the young witch — yet only with her help can
he thwart the queen's plans. And as they are forced
together, a dangerous attraction between Fiara and
Cealan begins to ignite.

Liane Mars has been writing fantasy and romance novels with lots
of whimsical locations and enchanting heroines for years. She loves
surprising twists and turns and switches from dark secrets to dia-
logue that makes you smile. Her books will captivate you! Liane Mars

Cursed by Shadows
416 pages ▪ 13,6 × 21,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-71221-7
World Rights available
10/2026

Crowned by Shadows
ca. 416 pages ▪ 13,6 × 21,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-71222-4
World Rights available

Bound by Flames
416 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-70981-1
Sold to: Ukraine (Bookchef)
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ı Why we should resist the temptations of technology more often

ı A sharp, timely argument against the culture of convenience

Out of the technological comfort zone!

In Praise of the
Uncomfortable

18

The modern world makes so much easy for us:
machines take over physical labour, algorithms
increasingly organise our daily lives, and now artificial
intelligence is even taking on intellectual tasks. Should
we simply embrace all of this? Or are we in danger of
losing what makes us human? Sibylle Anderl's answer
is yes. Blending psychology, philosophy, and technol-
ogy criticism in an engaging and accessible way, she
makes a compelling case for embracing effort and chal-
lenge. Drawing on a wealth of examples, she shows
why it is worth seeking out disagreement, daring to try
new things, and resisting the lure of instant gratifica-
tion. Only by doing so can we develop a genuine sense
of self-efficacy and resilience — and shape the future
with confidence.

Sibylle Anderl, born in 1981, is an award-winning science journalist.
After studying physics and philosophy, she completed her doctorate
and conducted research in astrophysics. She was a features editor at
the FAZ and head of the science section at the FAZ and FAS; since
2024 she has led the "Wissen" (Knowledge) section at Die Zeit. She is
also a co-editor of the cultural journal Kursbuch.Sibylle Anderl

Brave New Comfort
What we stand to gain by challenging ourselves
ca. 160 pages ▪ 11,8 × 19,2 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07483-4
World Rights available
09/2026

“Combining the unusual is her trademark.” SWR

Sibylle Anderl writes for DIE ZEIT about AI, epistemology,
and scientific culture, weaving together interdisciplinary
perspectives on technology and society. With clear lan-
guage and a critical eye, she makes complex connections
understandable and explores the role of human beings in
the digital age.
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ı By the well‑known psychologist and host of the hit podcast Psychol-
ogy to Go ("Psychologie to go!")

ı “The inner grandma” as an antidote to constant pressure and the need
to keep functioning

Your best guide to a calmer life

Grandma knows
best!

19

 

To‑do list here, bullet journal there, and ever more cal-
endar apps—yet the inner pressure remains, along with
a constant feeling of overwhelm and stress. Franca
Cerutti knows this phenomenon all too well from her
therapeutic practice. In her new book, she offers a sim-
ple concept that says: you are allowed to let go of what
no longer does you any good. To help us do that, the
expert introduces a very special companion: the inner
grandma. Like the inner child, she is a part of us, our
future self, looking back on our life with hindsight. She
sees what truly matters, and which stress turned out to
be completely unnecessary. With the inner grandma as
a gentle adviser, we learn to question old beliefs and
finally let go.

Franca Cerutti is a licensed psychotherapist, supervisor and the
author of the bestseller Psychology to Go ("Psychologie to go!").
Her podcast of the same name reaches more than one million listen-
ers each month. She writes columns for various magazines and is a
regular, in‑demand expert for TV formats. Franca Cerutti

The Inner Grandma
Learning serenity from the wisest version of yourself
272 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06788-1
Sold to: Italy (Giunti), Taiwan (Athena Press)
09/2026

At a moment when many people are discovering
their inner grandma in different ways - through
knitting, baking, or preserving - Franca Cerutti

knows she has far more to offer: showing us what
truly matters.
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ı Helps parents let go of their own conditioning and insecurities

ı More than 200,000 people follow @dr.retzel on Instagram

ı Sex education starts early

Sex education without embarrassment
or overwhelm

Spiegel-Best-
selling Author

20

From a young child's natural curiosity about their body
to questions about relationships and protection from
sexual abuse — grounded in the latest research, warm
in tone, and full of practical, everyday examples, this
book guides parents through the key developmental
stages of their children's lives. Eliane Retz dispels
myths and uncertainties, and shows how parents can
find a positive, affirming language that empowers
rather than embarrasses. Her up-to-date guide is an
indispensable companion for all those who want to
support their children's physical and emotional devel-
opment with openness and love.

Dr. Eliane Retz is an educationalist, systemic counsellor and
mother of two children. For many years she has been counselling
parents in an attachment-oriented way.Eliane Retz

Let’s talk about it!
Talking to children about bodies, sexuality, and
protective boundaries
208 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06789-8
World Rights available
11/2026

Wild Feelings
224 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06557-3
Sold to: Poland (Natuli)

Wild Child
384 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06249-7
Sold to: Russia (Eksmo), Turkey
(Pegasus), Poland (Natuli), China
(Shandong Friendship)
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ı On female agency and the systematic erasure of its traces

ı A powerful warning against the loss of hard-won rights

This is not a look back. This is a wake-up
call.

21

Equality is under pressure, and the backlash is a global
threat. But this pattern is not new: time and again,
women have driven change, only to be silenced and
written out of history. From early Christian women to
the revolutionaries of France, and from the suffragettes
to the courageous women taking to the streets in Iran
today, Heike Specht tells the story of the power of
female ideas and actions that changed the world. She
makes the erased visible and exposes the myth of "nat-
ural" inequality. History must not be allowed to repeat
itself.

Heike Specht, born 1974, studied history and literature in Munich.
She earned her doctor’s degree with a thesis on the family of Lion
Feuchtwanger and worked for several years as a publishing editor.
Today she lives in Zurich as a literary agent and freelance writer. Heike Specht

Not on Our Watch!
How women shaped history — and were erased from it.
A warning.
336 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07399-8
World Rights available
08/2026

The Women of the Feuchtwanger
Family
336 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07084-3
World Rights available

The First of their Kind
384 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07042-3
World Rights available
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ı How we push past ourselves to do uncomfortable things, try ourselves
out and actually experience life

ı Total sales of the author: over 200,000 copies

Sometimes you have to dare, in order to
be free

Spiegel-Best-
seller

22

 

What does it mean to be free? Simply doing what is
possible and letting nothing and no one stop you?
Savouring life to the full, using your time well, standing
up for yourself and for others—yes, simply daring to
take the leap? And what do we have to do to get there?
Marie Luise Ritter asks these questions with rare open-
ness and comes to a clear conclusion: we need
courage. Courage to push past ourselves and take the
next step—or even the next leap; to open up, or simply
to draw a firm boundary. In personal, inspiring stories,
she shows what women in particular can gain when
they overcome everyday as well as extraordinary hur-
dles—and she gives us something we all need: courage.
The courage to be free.

Marie Luise Ritter is a freelance writer who loves writing in the
morning and draws daily inspiration from her surroundings. On
Instagram (@luiseliebt), she takes her readers along into her every-
day life and on her travels. After recently fulfilling a big dream of
moving to Paris on her own for a summer, she now lives in Munich
and Nice.Marie Luise Ritter

The Courage to Be Free
How we shape life by our own rules
240 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06608-2
World Rights available
07/2026

The Search for Home
240 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06597-9
World Rights available

The Art of Not Taking Life Too
Seriously
240 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06535-1
Sold to: Czech Republic (Kazda)
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ı A profound social analysis by one of the country’s leading extremism
experts

ı An important contribution to the debate on public security

With courage against extremism of all
kinds

Highly relevant
and topical

23

The world seems off its hinges; one crisis follows
another. Certainties crumble, and people have forgot-
ten how to talk to each other. Hostility and radicalisa-
tion are on the rise—not only on the political fringes.
Mansour describes a society that has lost its ability to
listen, that thinks of itself as democratic yet becomes
increasingly distrustful and irritable. As a renowned
psychologist and prevention expert, he encounters this
reality daily in conversations with young people, teach-
ers and security authorities. With urgency, he argues
that we must start talking to one another again, includ-
ing those who think differently, because only then can
we survive as a democratic society.

Ahmad Mansour is an Arab Israeli with German citizenship. He is a
trained psychologist, works in projects against extremism and is
committed to combating antisemitism. In 2018, he founded an ini-
tiative dedicated to strengthening democracy and preventing
extremism. For his work and books, he has received numerous
awards, including the Federal Cross of Merit and an honorary doc-
torate from the University of Basel.

Ahmad Mansour
Standing Firm Without Hate
On the courage to let others be different
208 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21 cm
ISBN 978-3-8270-1544-0
World Rights available
09/2026

©
 M

ar
cu

s H
öh

n



ı Who are the people propping up the autocrat's power?

ı Psychologically astute, politically explosive, and compellingly told

The faces of power

An Investigative
Deep Dive

24

Who sustains the Putin system — and what drives these
people? Russia expert Julian Hans examines how ambi-
tion, resentment, and greed turn Russia's elites into
accomplices in war, and profiles key figures from the
worlds of politics, popular culture, academia, finance,
and the media. As managers of power, craftsmen of
hatred, entertainers of the masses, and standard-bear-
ers in the crusade against the West, they are at once
the beneficiaries and the prisoners of a system that
rewards and punishes in equal measure and at will. A
highly topical, investigative account of the people and
mechanisms through which Putin secures his grip on
power.

Julian Hans has known Russia for more than 30 years. He studied
cultural studies and Eastern European history in Frankfurt (Oder),
Moscow, and Poznań, and spent many years as the Süddeutsche
Zeitung correspondent in Moscow.Julian Hans

Putin's Court
Fear and greed in Russia's elite
ca. 240 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07486-5
World Rights available
12/2026 From the foreword:

“‘A tsar without boyars is like a soldier without a rifle,’ they
say in Russia. Official propaganda paints the picture of a
superhuman leader who steers his country’s fate single-
handedly, and Western reporting readily adopts it. But like
all rulers, Putin depends on a broad network. Every court
needs chancellors and treasurers, scouts and armourers,
court councillors and executioners, masters of ceremonies
and alchemists, fools and minstrels.”
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ı How IQ is used as an instrument of power — and the harm it does to
individuals and society

ı Why we need a humanistic understanding of intelligence

Intelligence is overrated!

A Smart Plea for
Wisdom

25

Why are so many children today considered gifted?
Why are tech executives and far-right influencers
obsessed with intelligence? And what makes the con-
cept of intelligence so appealing? The author examines
how "intelligence" is co-opted by the left, libertarians,
and the right alike to advance agendas in education,
social policy, economics, and immigration. Drawing on
historical developments, conversations, and real-world
examples, she shows how IQ tests, ideologies, and AI
discourse narrow our understanding of human ability.
A call to question and rethink what we mean by intelli-
gence.

Gisela Schmalz is a Professor of Strategic Leadership, Business
Ethics, and Digital Ethics. Her research sits at the intersection of phi-
losophy, technology, and economics. She leads the Artificial Intelli-
gence group at the German Society for Philosophy. Gisela Schmalz

The Intelligence Fetish
How an overrated concept shapes our lives
288 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21 cm
ISBN 978-3-8270-1539-6
World Rights available
08/2026

How a concept of intelligence reduced to IQ shapes
private life stories and entire social structures.

Intelligence is treated as a measure of worth for humans
and machines alike. In schools, in politics, and amid the
hype around artificial intelligence, the focus is on compara-
bility. Gisela Schmalz shows how IQ is used to rank people,
to sort them in and out—and thus to organize society. She
analyzes how, in a world driven by efficiency, intelligence
becomes a political instrument, a technological promise,
and ultimately a fetish. A smart plea for reason and wis-
dom.
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ı An extraordinary post-war family story, brilliantly told

"Don't let anyone know anything about
you!"

A Memoir

26

His father came from a Jewish Berlin family and sur-
vived Auschwitz. His mother was a girl from the BDM,
the League of German Girls, from Pomerania. A Ger-
man-Jewish union in post-war Germany — as unusual
as their children: a rare mix. Yet silence reigned over
their history. With great reflective depth, sensitivity,
and subtle humour, Schoeneberg traces the past all the
way into the present. Was his father right after all when
he said, "Don't let anyone know anything about you"?
Are these the lessons to be drawn from the jubilation
that rang out on the streets of Neukölln following the
massacre of 7 October?

Misha Schoeneberg is an author, historian, language teacher, and
musician. Leonard Cohen authorised him to translate his songs into
German. He has written lyrics for, among others, Rio Reiser and Ton
Steine Scherben, the legendary music commune he joined in 1981.Misha Schoeneberg

Perhaps He Didn't Want to Stay Silent — He Just
Couldn't Find the Words
My father, Auschwitz, and October 7th
208 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21 cm
ISBN 978-3-8270-1547-1
World Rights available
08/2026

"A book of breathtaking intensity that completely capti-
vated me. No descendant has ever written about Auschwitz
like this before. This deeply personal narrative conveys the
historical facts with such depth and immediacy that they
become truly palpable. A work that should be required
reading in German schools.”
— Marianne Rosenberg
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ı A gripping survival account by a young woman whose disappearance
had the world holding its breath

ı Resilience, confrontation, self-discovery, and unity with nature

“I’ll keep walking until I drop dead.”

A Survival Story

27

When time out turns into a fight for survival: while trav-
elling, Carolina Wilga is trying to work out how she
wants to shape her future. But in Australia, after an
accident with her van, the 26-year-old backpacker loses
her way in the deserted outback. She has no idea about
the large-scale search operation, reported by media
around the world. Barefoot, and dressed only in a dress
and a scarf, she battles through desert and scrubland
for twelve days. She endures bitterly cold nights and
searing daytime heat, drinks dew from blades of grass,
and builds makeshift shelters from branches and roots.
In this gripping book, she tells how, caught between
despair and the will to survive, she finds the strength to
keep going relentlessly, against all odds.

Carolina Wilga, born in 1999 in Castrop-Rauxel, worked as a trained
CNC machinist for several years, before setting off to explore the
world. Searching for where she belongs and what her calling might
be, she travelled via Morocco and Indonesia before reaching Aus-
tralia. After her fight for survival in the outback, she returned to Ger-
many. Travel still has a firm place in her everyday life.

Carolina Wilga, Kathrin Nord
Escaping the Outback
My struggle to survive in the Australian wilderness
240 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22 cm
ISBN 978-3-89029-625-8
World Rights available
09/2026

Unsparingly honest: For the first time, Carolina
Wilga tells the public what happened to her in the

Outback.

“A thousand thoughts shoot through my mind. Each one is
a question with no answer. I feel naked. As I panic and race
through the possibilities – how I got here, where I am, what
I’m doing here – an answer to my most important question
slowly breaks through: ‘Where am I?’ The answer is very
simple; it’s only one word. And I shudder at it so hard that I
don’t want to accept it. Finally, I say it softly: ‘Lost.’”
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ı “A hallmark of the mountaineering scene” —FAZ

ı “Hardly anyone has shaped the sport of climbing as profoundly as
Alexander Huber.” —Alpin

“Survival is no coincidence.”

Autobiography

28

Alexander Huber, physicist, mountain guide, profes-
sional mountaineer and elite climber, has broken
records and established new routes – both solo and
with world‑class partners. His career has been defined
not only by vast experience and a keen instinct for
demanding alpine challenges, but also by reflection
and an acute awareness of risk. His new book explores
achievement and lifelong learning, choosing to turn
back from a summit, and the deep gratitude of bringing
all friends home safely from the mountains. It
addresses honesty, danger and resilience – both in
extreme terrain and in everyday life in the valley. One
of the greatest challenges he faced was a brain tumour
diagnosis, a moment that changed everything
overnight – and how, after a long recovery, he
rewarded himself with a new route in his home region
of Berchtesgaden.

Alexander Huber, born in 1968 in Trostberg and the younger of the
“Huberbuam”, is one of the finest mountaineers and climbers of our
time. He established the world’s first sport‑climbing route in the
upper 11th grade. In 2025, he, together with Dani Arnold and Simon
Gietl, succeeded in climbing a new route through the east face of
Jirishanca (6094 m) in Peru. He runs a farm near Berchtesgaden with
his family.

Alexander Huber
Surviving Despite Mountaineering
ca. 320 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22 cm
ISBN 978-3-89029-583-1
World Rights available
11/2026
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ı An epic adventure that gives young people on every continent a voice

ı The author is actively touring with talks and film projects

Moving the world — beyond "faster,
higher, further"

Around the
World with a

Mission

29

 

"Why aren't you adults doing anything?" After a conver-
sation with his five-year-old daughter about the future,
this question stays with Norman Bücher and refuses to
let go. It marks the beginning of the "7 CONTINENTS"
project: over seven years, he runs thousands of kilome-
tres around the world. From Germany to Cambodia,
Kenya to Australia, and Argentina — on every conti-
nent, he talks to children and young people. He asks
them about their fears, but also about their hopes, and
shares their answers with us in this deeply moving
book. A compelling account — and a reflection on what
truly matters in life.

Norman Bücher, born in 1978, is a keynote speaker, motivational
expert, and author. In 2008 he left his job in management consulting
and has since devoted himself to adventure and extreme running.
He lives with his family in the Black Forest. Norman Bücher

Run for Voices: My Run Around the World
What young people around the globe told me about
their hopes for the future
ca. 288 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-89029-568-8
World Rights available
12/2026

Key milestones of this global project:

Spring/Summer 2019: Europe (from Berlin to Istanbul)
Spring 2020–late 2022: Asia (including Bhutan, India, Viet-
nam, Cambodia) Summer 2023: Australia (from Sydney to
Brisbane) Summer 2025: East Africa (Rwanda, Uganda,
Kenya) Spring 2026: South America (Uruguay, Argentina,
Paraguay) Summer 2026: North America, with the project
concluding in New York: In September, Norman Bücher will
present the collected concerns and expectations for the
future to the 81st UN General Assembly.
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