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ı Bound together by circumstances: one woman on an Alpine skiing tour
with five men she hasn‘t met before

ı Stylistically outstanding – a remarkable debut

A compelling intimate drama set against
a panoramic backdrop

Literary Fiction

2

Six mutual strangers – five men and one woman –
embark on a skiing expedition high up in the moun-
tains. Over the week, the participants become depen-
dent upon one another and a strong intimacy
inevitably develops. The narrator becomes aware that
she is afraid to surrender control, and that the others'
expectations are paralysing her, until an avalanche
upsets the fragile dynamic of the group. With artistic
concision and extraordinary literary force, Silke
Stamm's debut novel tells a fascinating story of human
interaction in challenging circumstances.

Born in 1968, Silke Stamm studied mathematics and physics in
Freiburg and Edinburgh. She was awarded the Hamburg Literature
Prize (2020) for an extract from High Altitude. She lives with her
family in Hamburg.Silke Stamm

High Altitude
160 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-8270-1455-9
World Rights available
09/2022

"It's amazing how the narrative style becomes a
very sustainable ground here, like a blanket of

snow over which the story glides powerfully and
elegantly - as if on skis." JAN PETER BREMER

"What is hidden under all that snow can only be suspected.
But you know it's a lot. And Silke Stamm wanders through
this white-covered landscape so thoughtfully and at the
same time with such pace that you don't want a thaw."
ISABEL BOGDAN
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ı A highly intelligent, intimate and thought-provoking text about the pre-
sent

ı Kerstin Preiwuß is one of the leading literary voices of our time

"A Debate with Myself"

Literary Fiction

3

"For the first time, I feel I can talk about something
concerning me as if it concerned everyone", declares
the first-person narrator of this book, "because I have
long inhabited the world in which everyone now finds
themselves. I am calm in this exceptional situation. I
am in control." This important text by Kerstin Preiwuß,
a multi-award-winning author of novels, poetry and
essays, is an impressive blend of self-affirmation and
linguistic power examining the perception of time that
determines our present.

Kerstin Preiwuß has won multiple awards for her novels and
poetry collections, the most recent being the Poetry Prize of the
German Schiller Foundation. She has held the professorship for Lit-
erary Aesthetics at the German Institute of Literature Leipzig since
2021. Kerstin Preiwuß

Today is the Middle of the Night
ca. 144 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-8270-1465-8
World Rights available
01/2023

Residual Love
224 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-8270-1231-9
World Rights available

To Onkalo
240 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-8270-1314-9
World Rights available
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ı A bright bookseller and her mysterious guest

ı A love triangle with altitude!

ı By a multi-award-winning author

Fate follows you to the remotest places

Literary Fiction

4

His intention was to die up there in the Alpine ice, but
Katharina rescues him, offers him shelter. She runs a
bookshop at an altitude of 1700 metres which is cur-
rently closed in winter. She lets him stay and little by
little his memory starts to come back. Heinrich Stein-
fest explores the paths that chance and fate lead us
down – and poses the question of what happens to us
when a wrong deed takes our life in a different direc-
tion.

Heinrich Steinfest was born in 1961 and lives near Heidelberg. He is
the creator of the one-armed private investigator Markus Cheng,
and a multiple winner of the German Crime Fiction Award. He has
been nominated twice for the German Book Prize; and in 2016, he
received the Bavarian Book Prize for his novel The Life and Death
of Aeroplanes.Heinrich Steinfest

The Drunken Mountain
224 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07013-3
World Rights available
09/2022

The Life and Death of Aeroplanes
608 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-05662-5
World Rights available

The Pantologist
400 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-05408-9
World Rights available
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“Brilliant! Divine! Simply Steinfest!” - The
Markus Cheng Crime Novels:

5

Heinrich Steinfest
Cheng
272 pages ▪ 12,0 × 18,7 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-24874-7
World Rights available

Heinrich Steinfest
Stubborn as a Dog
320 pages ▪ 12,0 × 18,7 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-23832-8
World Rights available

Heinrich Steinfest
Thick-Skinned
608 pages ▪ 12,0 × 18,7 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-25070-2
World Rights available

Heinrich Steinfest
Batman’s Beauty
ca. 272 pages ▪ 12,0 × 19,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-25764-0
World Rights available

Heinrich Steinfest
The Sleepless Cheng
288 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06148-3
World Rights available

Heinrich Steinfest
The Devil's Furniture
432 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06315-9
World Rights available



ı A compelling story of a young woman growing up in the highly politi-
cised world of 70s Milan

ı Nobody Knows You're Here was published in the Netherlands (House
of Books), Italy (Tre60), Poland (Sonia Draga), Czech Republic and Slovakia (Fortuna)

An Italian coming of age in tumultuous
times

Literary Fiction

6

70s Milan. At high school, a new world opens up for
Giulia: one of student rebellion. Along with her friends
Carmela and Michele, she joins thousands of Milanese
youngsters to fight for a better world. Her older sister
Gabriella is in no doubt: Italy must embrace commu-
nism, whatever their parents say. When Carmela, her-
self from a working-class family, is taken out of school
by her father, and Michele is threatened by left-wing
extremist classmates, Giulia begins to question her sis-
ter's ideology. But Gabriella has already embarked on a
dangerous path…

Nicoletta Giampietro, born in 1960, grew up in Milan in an Italian-
French family. She studied political science and history in Milan and
Tübingen and finally moved to Germany in 1986. She speaks five
languages, is married and has four adult children.Nicoletta Giampietro

The Clenched Fist
384 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07165-9
World Rights available

Nobody Knows You're Here
416 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-05918-3
Sold to: the Netherlands (House of
Books), Italy (Tre60), Poland (Sonia
Draga), Czech Republic (Fortuna),
Slovakia (Fortuna)
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ı "Melancholy tone, simple language – that's Thommie Bayer." SWR 2

ı Total sales of Thommie Bayer's books: 500.000 copies

Five guests and an old debt

Literary Fiction

7

A holiday in the South of France and an absent
host: Max Torberg, a wealthy man with a spacious holi-
day home in the hills above the Côte d'Azur, opens his
doors to five old friends who saved him from a life-
threatening assault 30 years ago. Having not seen each
other since that time, the guests now find themselves
spending a week together in his house, looked after by
his employee Anja. Torberg himself is unable to attend.
Over red wine, good food and conversation, his guests
begin to wonder why he has invited them. As we dis-
cover, their wise, thoughtful host does indeed have a
plan – and it includes Anja too.

Thommie Bayer, born 1953, is one of the most renowned authors in
the German literary scene. His novel A Short Story about Luck was
nominated for the German Book prize, and his recent title My
Mother's Happiness has been warmly received. Thommie Bayer

Seven Days of Summer
160 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07044-7
World Rights available

My Mother's Happiness
224 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-05726-4
World Rights available

Faller’s Great Love
ca. 208 pages
ISBN 978-3-492-05356-3
World Rights available
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ı Berlin, 1937: Gereon on the run, Charly on the case

ı Germany's most popular historical crime fiction series with total sales of
over 2.5m copies

The ninth novel in the best-selling Rath
series

Crime / Thriller

8

April 1937: Circumstances are keeping Charlotte Rath,
née Ritter, in Berlin. Her former foster son Fritze has
been placed in the high-security ward of Wittenau psy-
chiatric hospital, while her best friend Greta has disap-
peared without trace and is under suspicion of murder.
While Charly is attempting to get Fritze out of the clinic,
investigate Greta's disappearance and solve the mur-
der case, things are happening that she would never
have believed possible.

Volker Kutscher, born 1962, started his career as the editor of a
daily newspaper. Today he works as a writer in Cologne. Kutscher’s
novels have been published in many countries and his books about
Gereon Rath have all been bestsellers. The internationally
acclaimed TV serial Babylon Berlin is based on Kutscher’s historical
crime series.Volker Kutscher

Transatlantic
Rath Novel 9
ca. 560 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07177-2
Sold to: Czech Republic (Moba), Turkey (Iletisim)
11/2022

Gereon Rath on the other side of the Atlantic

Meanwhile, Gereon Rath – currently in hiding and pre-
sumed dead by the authorities – decides to escape from
the increasingly risky situation in Germany and boards a
Zeppelin to the USA.

©
 A

nd
re

as
 C

hu
do

w
sk

i



The Rath crime novels published at
Piper:

9

Volker Kutscher
The Wet Fish
544 pages ▪ 12,1 × 18,7 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-31594-4
Sold to: Bulgaria (Paradox), Croatia (Fokus),
Czech Republic (Moba), Denmark
(Lindhardt og Ringhof), Estonia (Tänapäev),
Finland (Bazar), France (Nouveau Monde),
Greece (Dioptra), Italy (Feltrinelli), Lithuania
(Alma Littera), the Netherlands (House of
Books), Norway (Bazar), Poland (Foksal),
Romania (Lebadă Neagră), Sweden (Ersatz),
Slovakia (Albatros), Turkey (Iletisim), UK/
World English (Sandstone Press), Ukraine
(Folio)

Volker Kutscher
Silent Death
544 pages ▪ 12,1 × 18,7 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-31611-8
Sold to: Bulgaria (Paradox), Czech Republic
(Moba), Denmark (Lindhardt og Ringhof),
Finland (Bazar), France (Nouveau Monde),
Greece (Dioptra), Italy (Feltrinelli), Lithuania
(Alma Littera), the Netherlands (House of
Books), Norway (Bazar), Romania (Lebadă
Neagră), Sweden (Ersatz), Turkey (Iletisim),
UK/World English (Sandstone Press),
Ukraine (Folio)

Volker Kutscher
Goldstein
576 pages ▪ 12,1 × 18,7 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-31715-3
Sold to: Czech Republic (Moba), Denmark
(Lindhardt og Ringhof), France (Nouveau
Monde), Greece (Dioptra), Hungary (General
Press), Italy (Feltrinelli), the Netherlands
(House of Books), Romania (Lebadă
Neagră), Sweden (Ersatz), Turkey (Iletisim),
UK/World English (Sandstone Press),
Ukraine (Folio)

Volker Kutscher
Marlow
528 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-05594-9
Sold to: Czech Republic (Moba), Turkey
(Iletisim)

Volker Kutscher
Olympia
544 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07059-1
Sold to: Czech Republic (Moba), Turkey
(Iletisim)



ı Sensation-hungry media, the power of the masses, right-wing violence.
What could be more topical?

A brutal hostage incident. Watched by
the world.

Crime / Thriller

10

A sensational crime has a small town on tenterhooks.
Three neo-Nazis are held captive in a tower. Ephraim
Zamir, the hostage-taker, confronts them with their
atrocities and broadcasts the whole interrogation live
on the web. Viewers are then invited to vote on
whether to release or execute them. A global media
spectacle ensues. For the police, it's a race against
time. What they haven't bargained for is that the pro-
tagonist is a former Mossad agent who is not prepared
to negotiate. And the tower proves an impregnable
bunker.

Peter Grandl, born 1963, is a screenwriter, copywriter and editor-in-
chief of a music magazine. He also works in a voluntary capacity for
the anti-discrimination organisations German Dream and Schule
ohne Rassismus. In the Shadow of the Tower is his debut novel.Peter Grandl

In the Shadow of the Tower
592 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06321-0
World Rights available

The Golden Tower
ca. 592 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06322-7
World Rights available

The sequel to be published in December 2022
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ı An English spy in Berlin is hired by Hitler to solve a series of murders.

ı Historical suspense at its best

ı For readers of Volker Kutscher's historical crime novels

Mysterious murders with a dragon
theme

Crime / Thriller

11

A series of murders leads to the centre of power.

Marwin Wolf skilfully combines a historical espionage
thriller with a sinister criminal case about a series of
sinister murders that seem to play with ancient mythol-
ogy. Is a serial killer terrorising 1930s Berlin? Wolf con-
fronts his dazzling investigator Laurence Brandt with a
life-threatening mixture of conspiracy, cult and politics.

Berlin 1937: The son of an industrialist is thrown in
front of a train near a housing estate known as "Dragon
Hole". A secretary is found dead with a jade dragon fig-
urine plunged into her neck. A theatre star is killed with
a dragon dagger at the Pergamon Museum. Deputy
Inspector Schauer asks the secret agent Laurence
Brandt for help – because these murders have a politi-
cal dimension. But the limelight is dangerous for
Brandt: he has enemies in high places. Not only do the
investigations risk blowing his cover: they also endan-
ger the life of the woman he loves.

The journalist Marwin Wolf (49) grew up bilingual, between Eng-
land and Hamburg. After working for several years as pianist, he
turned to writing on historical themes. Wolf currently lives in Lon-
don and Berlin. Marwin Wolf

Brandt – In the Name of Fear
ca. 336 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06326-5
World Rights available
11/2022

Successful investigator, cunning spy, urbane bon
vivant, loving son - Laurence Brandt is a man with

many faces.

"Brandt wore many faces. It had become a habit that he
had to lie. He could have soothed his conscience by saying
that he had been forced to work for the enemy. But it was
the events that were taking place in secret in Germany that
caught his eye, a new spirit that was raising its head every-
where. Meanwhile, Brandt liked what he was doing.
Because he was good at it. Because he had discovered his
true nature as a chameleon."



ı On-trend Greek island setting

ı Complete with recipes to recreate and enjoy

ı To be continued in the Greek crime novel series

A Cretan inspector investigates
"siga-siga"-style

Crime / Thriller

12

After a storm, human bones are discovered in the
famous Samaria Gorge. Who died here and how, and
why has no-one been reported missing? What does the
young blogger Eleni, who discovered the remains, have
to do with it all? In his first case, Inspector Hyeronimos
Galavakis uncovers a crime of shocking brutality whose
roots go back to the Second World War.

Nikola Vertidi spends several months of the year in Crete, which
has given her an appreciation of the island and its people, and espe-
cially its "slow" culture. She enjoys working her way through its tav-
erns and restaurants, drinking the odd glass of raki and dancing the
Sirtaki.Nikola Vertidi

Implacable Crete
Inspector Galavakis investigates
400 pages ▪ 12,0 × 18,7 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-50487-4
World Rights available
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Greek Crime Novels
13

Nikola Vertidi
Murderous Crete
ca. 352 pages ▪ 12,0 × 18,7 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-50488-1
World Rights available

Nikola Vertidi
Dangerous Crete
544 pages ▪ 12,0 × 18,7 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-50489-8
World Rights available

Nikola Vertidi
Ominous Crete
496 pages ▪ 12,0 × 18,7 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-50600-7
World Rights available

Nikola Vertidi
Calamitous Crete
ca. 500 pages ▪ 12,0 × 18,7 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-50541-3
World Rights available



ı A moving love story in the picturesque setting of Normandy

ı "Ideal for chilled summer evenings." Freundin

ı "A charming love story." Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung

Bittersweet as a glass of Calvados!

Women's Fiction

14

After his mother's death, Jules carves a job vacancy
into the bark of an apple tree: "Wanted urgently:
housekeeper for my father". Since that day, twenty
years have elapsed, and Jules has long taken charge of
the family Calvados and cider farm. Out of the blue, a
cheerful, headstrong young woman named Lilou – a
newcomer to this small town on the Normandy coast –
applies for the post. Gradually, she opens Jules' heart
to the beauty of life and to love.

After graduating, Carsten Henn worked as a radio presenter. He is
now a freelance wine writer and restaurant critic, and has published
a number of successful crime novels and romantic comedies. His
novels The Book Walker and The Story Baker remained on the
SPIEGEL Top 10 bestseller list for months, winning readers' hearts
and earning enthusiastic reviews.Carsten Sebastian Henn

The Apple Blossom Fair
352 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06388-3
World Rights available
09/2022

Books To Go On
224 pages ▪ 11,8 × 19,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-86612-477-6
Sold to: 26 countries

The Story Baker
256 pages ▪ 11,8 × 19,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07134-5
Sold to: The Netherlands (Meulen-
hoff Boekerij), Bulgaria (Era), Czech
Republic (Dobrovský), Sweden
(Nona), Hungary (Central Media),
Poland (Marginesy), Slovakia
(Tatran)

For readers of
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ı "Clara Maria Bagus lets us experience her characters' compelling inner
journeys, their wounds and their healing process." Eckart von
Hirschhausen

ı "When a life is shattered, Clara Maria Bagus makes music from the shards." Wolfgang
Herles

Moving, wise and poetic

Women's Fiction

15

Who hasn't felt the urge to disappear and leave every-
thing behind when life just gets too much? That's
exactly how the protagonists feel in Clara Maria Bagus'
new novel. For all kinds of reasons, they want to escape
from their own lives. But what happens when you
realise that the past can't be shaken off so easily? A
wise, poetic novel about life's big questions: about run-
ning away and starting afresh, but also about coming
home.

Clara Maria Bagus studied psychology at Stanford and Constance
and worked in the field of neuroscience. Her career path took her to
many different countries. In a world that is often hard to navigate,
Bagus used her enchanting tales to help people find an underlying
theme to their lives. She now lives with her husband Rolf Dobelli
and her family in Switzerland. Clara Maria Bagus is her pen name. Clara Maria Bagus

The Sound of Light
On disappearing and finding yourself
288 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07169-7
World Rights available
11/2022

The Colour of Happiness
352 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-05995-4
World Rights available

More than 50.000 copies of THE COLOUR OF HAPPINESS sold
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ı A warm-hearted story that will make you smile

Nothing is lost for good

Women's Fiction

16

Emma can't believe that no-one is missing all the items
that accumulate in the lost property office: surely their
owners are out there somewhere? So when her boss
tells her to get rid of all the "worthless junk" that has
grown so dear to her heart, she quietly takes the trea-
sures home with her and sets out to look for the people
they once belonged to. She soon discovers that there is
a story behind each one, and that, in returning them,
she is not only reuniting the owners with their posses-
sions, but with everything they once lost: memories,
dreams, and even the odd promise of happiness.

Maia Franke (born 1968) lives in the country near Leipzig with her
family, and is never happier than when browsing around flea mar-
kets for old treasures. From her desk in the attic, she can look
straight up at the sky.Maia Franke

Lost and Found
288 pages ▪ 11,8 × 19,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07147-5
World Rights available

A declaration of love for lost treasures and just the
right book for everyone who has lost something in
life and knows how important it is to get it back in

the end.

"The shelves were full of lost property, but Emma always
knew exactly where everything was. This was not necessar-
ily due to her filing system, but more to her good memory.
As long as Emma had space, it never occurred to her to
throw any of it away. Even the yucca palm, which had been
left by the side of the road during a move, continued to
grow next to the counter and provided fresh greenery in
the room. The fact that Emma occasionally talked to it
didn't bother her one bit. Maybe she even liked it."
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ı A vivid panorama of Berlin ca. 1900 mixed with the aroma of a classic
confection

ı For readers of the Important Women series of historical novels

Welcome to Berlin's legendary
confectioners!

Women's Fiction

17

Berlin, 1896: Emma adores the delicious smell of
baumkuchen that pervades the family bakery. While
her father is busy crafting his celebrated sweetmeats,
her mother serves behind the counter. No-one doubts
that Emma and the young apprentice Fritz will soon
marry and take over the business together.

But then Emma's father becomes seriously ill and takes
a dark secret with him to the grave that could threaten
the café's survival. And when Emma falls in love with
Max, an architecture student who opens up a whole
new world to her, she has to make a difficult decision
…

Maria Wachter was born in the USA and grew up in Vienna. After
graduating, she worked in Seoul, New York and Frankfurt am Main.
She now writes historical novels and lives in Vienna with her hus-
band and two children. This is her first novel with Piper. Maria Wachter

Café Buchwald
Cafés with History 1
448 pages ▪ 12,1 × 18,7 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-31802-0
World Rights available
09/2022

The start of a new series of historical novels about
famous cafés

Café Buchwald is one of the oldest confectioners in
Berlin. It is famous for its "Baumkuchen": a ring-shaped
pastry covered with chocolate or sugar icing and usually
eaten at Christmas.

The American online magazine Buzzfeed included Café
Buchwald in its list of the "25 bakeries in the world you
must see before you die". Besides tourists, actors and
politicians also go in and out there. A real institution.
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ı Lavish 19th-century parties and an aristocratic authoress who models herself
on Jane Austen

Scandalous private lessons breed
turbulent emotions

Romance

18

Baden-Baden, 1830: Eligible bachelors with lofty ambi-
tions seek to conquer the heart of the pretty Elise. But
the object of their affections is distracted by a passion-
ate love letter she has found inside a book, written in a
mysterious hand. Is a kiss really as intoxicating as the
writer describes? Completely infatuated with her dis-
covery but ignorant in matters of love, Elise takes up
the pen herself. The hopeful bachelor Philipp is only
too happy to assist with her research into physical
attraction which, needless to say, is entirely theoreti-
cal. That is, until a kiss changes everything.

A former translator and language teacher, Jennifer Adams now
lives in the Rhineland and earns her living as an author. A longstand-
ing fan of Regency novels, she uses German settings for her book
and doesn't fade to black when it comes to love scenes.Jennifer Adams

Elise – The Lady and her Suitors
A Season for Love 1
ca. 352 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06365-4
World Rights available
11/2022

"Isn't this an excellent place for a clandestine ren-
dezvous?"

"I long for your kisses. I press my hot lips against the icy
window panes to curb my longing. The snow lies high these
days, people everywhere complain about the cold. But I
know that spring is waiting underneath, just as the fire of
our passion has ignited under your once oh-so-cool exte-
rior."
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ı German New Adult Romance about second chances in life and love

ı Total sales of the "Find Me" series: 100.000 copies

ı Foreign rights sold to Italy (Sperling & Kupfer) and Poland (Prószyński)

At last: the next book in the FIND ME
series!

Romance

19

Up to now, Sophia's life has been one long battle. Fol-
lowing a spell in prison, she lost all sense of self. When
a rich elderly lady offers to sponsor her, the ex-convict
gets a second chance. Philip, the lady's grandson, is
fascinated by Sophia's offbeat manner, which scan-
dalises polite society. The young lawyer has never
realised his own dreams because of the responsibility
he feels towards the family. Now, thanks to the combi-
nation of Sophia's fearlessness and Philip's prudence,
they can see all the possibilities before them. But his
present and her past appear so irreconcilable that love
never really has a chance …

Kathinka Engel studied general and comparative literature, and has
since immersed herself in the world of books. Having worked for a
literary agency, a literary magazine and as a translator and editor,
with her first novel Find Me. Now she has now also proven herself
as a bestselling author. She shares her passion for books on her
Instagram account @kathinka.engel. Kathinka Engel

Feel Me. Eternally
Find Me 4
416 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06348-7
World Rights availableWhat readers say about the FIND ME series:

"This story was simply a pleasure to read and I really rec-
ommend this series to everyone! I can't wait to read more
books by the author and hopefully devour them as well."
5-star rating
"I'm really going to miss the characters. It was an absolute
pleasure to read and I really highly recommend this series
to you. I'm actually sad it's over already, but who knows
what the author has up her sleeve in the future."
5-star rating

©
 D

ia
ne

 v
on

 S
ch

oe
n



Of new beginnings and the tingling of great love

20

Kathinka Engel
Find Me. Now
432 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06171-1
Sold to: Italy (Sperling & Kupfer), Poland
(Prószyński)

Kathinka Engel
Hold Me. Here
400 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06172-8
Sold to: Italy (Sperling & Kupfer), Poland
(Prószyński)

Kathinka Engel
Love Me. Forever
416 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06173-5
Sold to: Italy (Sperling & Kupfer), Poland
(Prószyński)

Kathinka Engel
Love is Loud - All I Can Hear is You
416 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06224-4
World Rights available

Kathinka Engel
Love is Bold - You Give me Courage
416 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06225-1
World Rights available

Kathinka Engel
Love is Wild - The World is Ours
416 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06226-8
World Rights available

Kathinka Engel
Where the Roots Grow Stronger
384 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06291-6
World Rights available

Kathinka Engel
Where the Waves Rise Higher
400 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06292-3
World Rights available

Kathinka Engel
Where the Clouds Move Faster
432 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06293-0
World Rights available



ı Days at the vet, campfire evenings on the beach and excursions into the coun-
try spark a new flame.

The vast wildernis of Canada and a small
coastal town

Romance

21

After her car breaks down on a road trip through
Canada, Marly finds herself stranded in the sleepy town
of St. Andrews. To boost her travel budget, she gets a
job as a veterinary assistant. There she meets the
attractive, taciturn Jack with his sea-green eyes and
cute golden retriever. At first, he is unimpressed by the
bubbly city girl, but when a storm leaves the two of
them stuck in a remote cabin, the atmosphere
becomes electric in more ways than one. If it wasn't for
Marly's past, which threatens to catch up with her more
than ever in this idyllic place, she could almost stay for-
ever...

Carina Schnell likes to write stories with a good dose of romance.
The time she spent living and working in Canada inspired the author
and translator to write her Summer in Canada series. Carina Schnell

When the Storm Comes
Summer in Canada 1
416 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06281-7
World Rights available

When the Night Falls
384 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06282-4
World Rights available

When the Stars Collide
ca. 416 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06283-1
World Rights available

To be continued in the SUMMER IN CANADA trilogy:
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ı A cutting-edge, action-packed sci-fi novel featuring enigmatic characters
and a deadly escape game

ı For fans of "Squid Game"

This is your first room. You have 60
minutes to escape.

Science Fiction

22

2054: People are living in an extremely confined, high-
tech environment. Augmented reality programs are all
the rage – and none more so than the escape room
contest "Succession Game". When the private detective
Clue is selected as a contestant, she sees her chance to
shake up the shady mega-concern behind the game
from the inside. But when one of the participants dies,
and Clue discovers the dark abyss behind the scenes,
she finds herself fearing for her own life.

Anika Beer, born 1983, is an author, editor and neurobiologist. Her
academic research inspired her to use scientific subjects such as
immunology, neuroinformatics and tissue engineering as a back-
drop for her novels. As an editor and author, she champions the use
of sensitive, non-violent and non-discriminatory language. She lives
in Bielefeld.Anika Beer

Succession Game
496 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-70588-2
World Rights available
10/2022

Dear Anika Beer, what was the inspiration for the
novel SUCCESSION GAME?

"I think it's something that's in many of us: the desire to be
part of a game, a series or a film. Personally, I've been fasci-
nated by the idea of possessing the coolness, moves and
skills of game heroes myself since I was a child. Back then,
it all had to take place in my head. But with today's and
tomorrow's AR and VR technology, we are much closer - so
there was no question that I had to write a book about it!"
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ı A fateful bargain with a terrifying demon

ı Inspired by the fairy tales of the Brothers Grimm

Shivers and goose bumps guaranteed!

Fantasy

23

A fairy kingdom as enchanting as it is dark. Farah has to
promise her mother three things: Never eat anything
offered to you by fairies; never tell them your name;
and, most importantly, never enter into a bargain with
the Dark Folk. This summer, Farah will break every one
of these promises.

In this grimly atmospheric retelling of the fairy tale
Rumpelstiltskin, Christian Handel leads us into a sinis-
ter realm of sprites and demons. Scary, spine-chilling
and immensely enjoyable!

Christian Handel was born in Lohr am Main in the Spessart region,
a place steeped in ghost stories and legends and said to be the
birthplace of the real Snow White – though nowadays he lives in
metropolitan Berlin. He is fascinated by tales of strong women,
fairy-tale motifs and queer themes. Christian Handel

Shadow Gold
"How good that no-one knows ..."
ca. 384 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-70637-7
World Rights available
12/2022Hauntingly and atmospherically, Christian Handel

interweaves fairy-tale motifs with a sinister story:

Sun-drenched forests redolent of moss and resin. Shim-
mering flower seeds dance like fairy dust in the light
around an aging mill. And deep in the woods, the dark part
of the fairy realm, shrouded in eternal night: leafless tree
giants stretch their twisted branches towards the bone-
pale moon, while toadstools, poison ivy and strange crea-
tures with spider-like limbs lurk in the shadows ...
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ı A penetrating account of an existential experience common to many
people in our society

ı An unsettling and thought-provoking read

"Fear is my constant companion"

Biographies &
Memoirs

24

A fearful child comes to Germany – the land of the mur-
derers who annihilated its parents' families. And now it
is supposed to put down roots and build a life here. The
child of stateless parents, it does what it can. It wants
to be a child. It wants to dream. It wants to live. But it
also experiences anti-Semitism, racism, exclusion –
and life in a traumatised nuclear family that threatens
to suffocate it through anxiety and overprotection.
With a keen sense of nuance and artistic compression,
Friedman paints a disturbing picture of adolescence in
a world perceived as foreign and threatening.

Born in Paris in 1956, Michel Friedman is a lawyer, philosopher,
publicist, honorary professor and talk show host. After moving to
Frankfurt in 1965, he studied law and later philosophy, gaining a
doctorate in both. He is involved in a number of political organisa-
tions including the Central Council for Jews in Germany, and cam-
paigns against right-wing radicalism and for refugee integration.Michel Friedman

Foreign
176 pages ▪ 11,8 × 19,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-8270-1461-0
World Rights available
09/2022

"This is a book about being a stranger, outside and
inside. An experience that is exemplary for many
human fates. It is dedicated to all people who live

somewhere in the nowhere."

A moving, kaleidoscopic study of an existential emotion
that needs to be dissected to prevent it from eating away
the soul.
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ı Illegal money flows are threatening security and undermining democ-
racy

ı How property acquired with dirty money is driving up prices for the rest
of us

ı The ultimate insider report on a very topical subject

Money laundering – while the state turns
a blind eye

Current Affairs

25

Prostitution, robbery, drugs, terrorism, human traffick-
ing, environmental crime. Virtually all criminal offences
have one thing in common: they are only worthwhile if
the offenders can hide their ill-gotten gains – through
money laundering. Money is a weapon: criminals bribe
politicians, influence parliamentary elections through
fake news and destabilise democracy via cyber attacks.
No doubt about it, the way to hit criminals hardest is to
take away their dirty money. In this book, the authors
explain why this is so, and what action needs to be
taken.

Andreas Frank is an expert on the fight against money laundering
and produces reports for the Bundestag, European Council and
European Parliament.
Markus Zydra is a financial correspondent at the Süddeutsche
Zeitung and writes on financial crime, money laundering and central
banks. Andreas Frank, Markus Zydra

Dirty Money
How Putin's Oligarchs, the Mafia and Terrorists are
Attacking Western Democracy
256 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07089-8
World Rights available
09/2022

This is how money laundering works

- Criminals buy companies - with the black money they can
undercut competitors' prices
- With illegal money they can survive crises like Corona -
unlike the honest competition.
- They ensnare and bribe politicians, straw men take over
political offices - infiltration of state institutions occurs
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An "outsider's" travels in the UK
26

Couchsurfing in Iran
256 pages ▪ 13,6 × 21,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-89029-454-4
Sold to: Canada/World English
(Greystone), Czech Republic
(Kazda), France (Payot & Rivages),
Italy (Keller), the Netherlands
(Just), Poland (Uniwersytet Jagiel-
lonski), Russia (Eksmo)

Couchsurfing in Russia
256 pages ▪ 13,6 × 21,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-89029-475-9
Sold to: Canada/World English
(Greystone), Czech Republic
(Kazda), Italy (Keller), the Nether-
lands (Just), Poland (Uniwersytet
Jagiellonski), Russia (Eksmo)

Couchsurfing in China
256 pages ▪ 13,6 × 21,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-89029-490-2
Sold to: Czech Republic (Kazda),
Canada/World English (Greystone),
Italy (Keller), the Netherlands (Just)

Couchsurfing in Saudi Arabia
256 pages ▪ 13,5 × 21,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-89029-570-1
Sold to: Czech Republic (Kazda)

Stephan Orth's bestselling series COUCHSURFING IN...



ıWhen anything with a roof is taboo ...
a humorous tale of a madcap journey in pan-
demic times

ı "Stephan Orth has a gift for bringing a country and its people to
life for the reader". WAZ

ı Stephan Orth's Couchsurfing series was published in 8 lan-
guages

Adventure &
Travel

27

From London to Newcastle without setting foot in
any kind of enclosed space or vehicle: bestselling
author Stephan Orth finds a way to get around
England in defiance of the pandemic. He walks,
cycles and paddles, camps in front gardens,
woods and municipal parks. He cheers along with
fans at a football match in Manchester and sam-
ples the peculiarities of British drinking culture in
Oxford. He tells of run-ins with Brexit fans, con-
versations with homeless people, free spirits and
environmental activists. Besides dealing with
how to get around safely in Covid times, this orig-
inal account also raises some highly topical
issues - and makes the case for a new form of
travel.

Stephan Orth is an award-winning journalist and best-selling
author. For nine years, he was online travel editor for Der
Spiegel, one of Germany’s top news magazines, and he has con-
tributed to National Geographic, Outpost (Canada) and Courier-
Mail (Australia), among other publications. He lives in Hamburg,
Germany.

Stephan Orth
Out But Not Down
How I Covered over 400 Miles of England without Ever
Venturing Inside
224 pages ▪ 13,6 × 21,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-89029-567-1
World Rights available
09/2022
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ı Long Covid: What it means for people affected by it

ı The new book of the bestselling author

ı With current medical findings

What the corona virus can do to the
body

Health

28

The well-known couple therapist and author Ann-Mar-
lene Henning tells the story of how the Corona virus
ravages some people's bodies: In November 2021, she
falls ill and has to go to hospital a few days after the
first symptoms. Her condition quickly worsens in the
intensive care unit, she is put into an artificial coma for
ventilation, develops sepsis and barely escapes with
her life. Openly, honestly and with a portion of black
humour, she tells of her experiences and her way back
to life, offering a lot of background on the new diagno-
sis of Long Covid.

Ann-Marlene Henning, who studied neuropsychology and sexol-
ogy, runs a practice for couple and sex therapy in Hamburg and is a
regular expert on radio and television. Her books Make Love and
Make More Love became bestsellers.Ann-Marlene Henning

The Fact that the Coffee no Longer Tastes Good is
the Least of my Problems
Living with Long Covid
208 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06435-4
World Rights available
09/2022 Press blurbs on Ann-Marlene Henning

"Ann-Marlene Henning has finally brought the subject of
sex out of its muddy corner." BRIGITTE
"Nobody in Germany chats about sex in such a relaxed way
as Ann-Marlene Henning." DER SPIEGEL
"Ann-Marlene Henning has given the subject of sex a sound
all of its own: something between witty and factual, never
flippant or silly." SÜDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG
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ı The success story continues: Lotta Lubkoll and donkey Jonny travel to
the Iberian Peninsula to spend the winter in their bus.

ı On the road through France, Portugal and Spain

The rolling Villa Villekulla

Adventure &
Travel

29

Lotta Lubkoll and donkey Jonny set off again. Lotta has
converted her bus so that there is room for Jonny next
to her bed. There he can comfortably munch on hay
while Lotta drives him towards Portugal. On the way,
Lotta and Jonny experience all kinds of adventures,
from shooting exercises by the French military to full-
blown storms in Spain's mountains. They meet enthu-
siastic Bulli and donkey fans, experience hospitality at
its best and find their very own rhythm on the road.

Lotta Lubkoll, born in Coburg in 1993, is a trained actress. She also
works in a forest kindergarten, leads holiday camps as an adventure
teacher, undertakes forest and nature adventure days with children,
produces video clips and is also training to become a wilderness
and survival trainer. She lives with her donkey Jonny on a farm near
Lake Starnberg. Lotta Lubkoll

Sun, Sea and Long Ears
With donkey Jonny in a converted bus to the Atlantic
coast for the winter
288 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-89029-559-6
World Rights available
11/2022

Hiking, Happiness and Long Ears
288 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-89029-539-8
Sold to: China (People's Literature)

Her previous book HIKING, HAPPINESS AND LONG EARS sold
more than 50,000 copies

©
 H

ol
ge

r B
or

gg
re

fe



ı Why stress is important for our development

ı Scientifically sound and humorously presented

ı Foreign rights of Madlen Ziege's previous book Nature Is Never Silent were sold to
eight countries, English language edition available at Scribe AU

The resilience of plants and animals

Nature

30

Stress is the scapegoat of our age: a malign influence
that is bad for your health. From an evolutionary biol-
ogy point of view, however, stress is anything but
harmful: it is an important signal that something is
wrong in our internal environment. A signpost that
leads all living things out of crisis to a better place. This
book opens our eyes to the astonishing adaptability of
animals and plants and shows us what we can learn
from nature about how to deal with stress. Then we
can put down our roots in the right place and better
withstand the shocks that life throws at us.

Dr. Madlen Ziege studied biology in Potsdam, Berlin and Australia.
She currently works as a behavioural biologist, is chair of a nature
conservation trust and produces her own weekly video podcast.Madlen Ziege

The Incredible Power of Nature
How stress serves to guide animal and plant behaviour
ca. 224 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07136-9
World Rights available
02/2023

Forests Are Never Silent
240 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-05897-1
Sold to: Australia/World English
(Scribe), Estonia (Uhinenud), Korea
(Next Wave Media), Spain/Catalan
(Cossetania), Lithuania (Alma
Littera), Russia (Discourse), Czech
Republic (Kazda), Taiwan (Han
Shian)
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ı The empress as an adult: her travels and her passions

ı How Sisi shaped the feminine ideal of her era: a new look at the enduring hype
surrounding Sisi

ı Martina Winkelhofer's first book about Sisi’s Path was sold to Italy (Giunti), Czech
Republic (Euromedia) and Poland (Marginesy)

Secrets of an empress

History

31

Many legends have grown up around the everyday life
of the famous Austrian empress Sisi. Now at last –
thanks to some extraordinary discoveries and reap-
praisals of existing sources – the renowned German his-
torian Martina Winkelhofer has shed new light on the
subject. What do the Empress Elisabeth's taste in fash-
ion and hobbies tell us about the lives of women of her
era? What secrets can we glean from her everyday pos-
sessions? A highly knowledgeable deconstruction of
the popular myth that steals none of its shine.

Dr Martina Winkelhofer is an expert on the Habsburg monarchy as
well as on the history of courtly and everyday life. Her work includes
several standard texts on the history of the aristocracy, which have
been translated into several languages, as well as numerous pieces
in the international media. Martina Winkelhofer

Sisi's World
Between protocol and privacy – the everyday life of
Empress Elisabeth of Austria
ca. 352 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07158-1
World Rights available
11/2022

Sisi’s Path
352 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07051-5
Sold to: Czech Republic (Euro-
media), Italy (Giunti), Poland
(Marginesy)
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ı For all those whose relationship has grown stale

ı An experienced couples therapist offers the benefit of her long practice

ı A highly sought-after expert on relationship issues

The secret of a fulfilling long-term
partnership

Psychology

32

Who doesn't want to live happily ever after with their
partner? But the sad reality is that many couples nowa-
days split up after a short time. And even if they do stay
the course, they often end up living separate lives. To
sustain a fulfilling relationship, both sides need to
abandon unrealistic ideals. The experienced relation-
ship therapist Ursula Nuber shows how couples can
solve the typical conflicts of long-term partnerships,
develop a common vision and lay the foundations for a
happy future together.

Ursula Nuber is a qualified psychologist and, until 2018, editor-in-
chief of the magazine Psychologie Heute. She lives and works as a
psychologist and couples’ therapist near Heidelberg, and is the
author of numerous psychological guidebooks.Ursula Nuber

Do You Still Love Me?
How to stay happy in long-term relationships
ca. 240 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-05969-5
World Rights available
01/2023

The Attachment Effect
256 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-05968-8
Sold to: Korea (Beautiful People),
Russia (Portal)

What Couples Need to Know
224 pages ▪ 12,0 × 18,7 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-31801-3
World Rights available
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ı The role of citizenship – from the 19th century to the present

The role of citizenship in unity and
division

History

33

This book charts the changing role of citizenship from
the 19th century to the present: its rise to become the
dominant form of political belonging in the age of the
nation state and an instrument of ethnic and political
selection in dictatorships, through to the modern phe-
nomenon of membership of a supranational European
Union.

By way of example, it looks at three European countries
with mutual borders which have been particularly
closely interwoven through existential conflicts and
political cooperation: France, Poland and Germany.

Citizenship
France, Poland and Germany since 1789
256 pages ▪ 17,1 × 24,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-06439-2
World Rights available

Large exhibition at the German Historical Museum
Berlin from June 2022 - January 2023

DORLIS BLUME is head of Special Exhibitions and Projects
at the German Historical Museum, Berlin.
Prof. Dr. DIETER GOSEWINKEL is a researcher at the Berlin
Social Science Centre (WZB) and is Professor of Modern
History at the Free University of Berlin.
RAPHAEL GROSS is president of the German Historical
Museum, Berlin.



ı A personal story, with contributions from Doldinger's contemporaries

Germany's number-one jazz musician

Biographies &
Memoirs

34

Klaus Doldinger is Germany's best known jazz musi-
cian.

His musical awakening came during his childhood, in
the shape of an American GI band. Since then, the sax-
ophonist, composer and producer has enjoyed a global
career spanning more than six decades, recording
countless albums and touring the world. He has com-
posed film music, legendary advertising jingles and the
theme tune to the classic German crime series Tatort.
Now, for the first time, Klaus Doldinger tells his own
story, from his childhood under the Nazis to his receipt
of the Federal Cross of Merit, from his jazz fusion band
"Passport" to his famous film score for Das Boot.

Klaus Doldinger is "Germany's closet favourite composer" (Der
Spiegel). This book tells the story of his life as related to the author
by Doldinger himself. Torsten Groß, a former editor-in-chief of the
German music magazine Spex, has also written for publications
including Rolling Stone and the Süddeutsche Zeitung.Klaus Doldinger, Nicolas Doldinger, Torsten Groß

Made in Germany
A life dedicated to music
320 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07124-6
World Rights available
09/2022



ı Denis Scheck on his second great passion: gastronomy

ı On the joys of ice cream making and the thrill of the perfect cracker

Around the world with a starched
napkin

Cooking

35

A witty gastronome holds forth on matters culinary:
whether rhapsodising over his favourite crackers or
explaining how to make the perfect bouillabaisse,
Denis Scheck's toothsome tales are guaranteed to
make your mouth water. In this collection of culinary
anecdotes, he tells of his passion for food and drink,
mixing matters literary and personal and revealing his
top recipes and restaurant tips. A must for all gourmets,
fans of woodruff ice cream and foodies. A book that
whets the appetite for life on every page!

Denis Scheck was born in Stuttgart in 1964 and currently lives in
Cologne. At the age of 13, he not only founded his own literary
agency, but was already taking himself to lunch at a one-star restau-
rant. Today, he presents the book programmes Lesenswert and
Druckfrisch on German TV.
Torben Kuhlmann was born in 1982 and lives in Hamburg, where he
works as a freelance illustrator and writer of children's books. Denis Scheck, Torben Kuhlmann (Ill.)

Scheck's Culinary Compass
Globally inspired delicacies and curiosities from my
kitchen
304 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07144-4
World Rights available
09/2022

Scheck's Literary Canon
480 pages ▪ 13,8 × 22,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-05934-3
World Rights available
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ı Stranded in the Himalayas: travelling in pandemic times

ı A new travel writer with a compelling, reflective and honest narrative
style

Swapping adventure for community

Adventure &
Travel

36

Rendez-vous in Kathmandu: globetrotter Michael has
walked thousands of kilometres overland to meet
Anna; he wants to know whether their relationship has
a future. When Nepal suddenly goes into lockdown and
seals off its towns and cities, the couple find refuge in a
corrugated iron shelter. The villagers are mistrustful of
the travellers, calling them "corona". But as food sup-
plies run short, a spirit of solidarity grows. For five
months they become part of a community bound by a
common fate.

Born in 1989, Michael Moritz first worked in banking, then went on
to design adventure holidays. In 2019, he ended this career and
began to travel the world slow-style. Together with his partner Anna
Baranowski, he made a documentary about their time in Nepal. The
couple currently live in Thuringia with their one-year old daughter.Michael Moritz

Namaste Corona!
How a Nepalese village opened the world to me
256 pages ▪ 13,6 × 20,5 cm
ISBN 978-3-89029-563-3
World Rights available
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ı A man whose message reaches millions of people in over 100 countries

ı A wise, inspiring book that shows the way to inner peace

ı Translation rights available in Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania, Slovenia,
Croatia, Serbia, Bulgaria, Russia, Ukraine and Belarus

Learn to listen to yourself

Mindfulness

37

The renowned teacher and author shows us how to
quiet the noise of our busy lives to hear our own
unique authentic voice—the source of peace.

It is easy to lose oneself in our hectic, fast-paced world.
In this book, the spiritual master Prem Rawat teaches
us how to dim the noise that surrounds us in order to
hear our inner voice. He takes us on a journey to the
key moments of his life, recalling the early days when
he appeared on stage at Glastonbury in 1971 as a thir-
teen-year-old, and telling of his encounters with politi-
cal leaders and inmates of the world's most inhos-
pitable prisons. Hear Yourself is the culmination of a life
of study, full of powerful insights and fascinating sto-
ries.

Born in 1957 in India, Prem Rawat is an educator and author who
travels the world lecturing on the use of meditation techniques to
achieve personal peace. He lives with his family in Los Angeles. Prem Rawat

Hear Yourself
How to Find Inner Peace in a Noisy World
304 pages ▪ 12,8 × 21,0 cm
ISBN 978-3-492-07102-4
Sold to: Hungary (Kossuth)
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	A compelling intimate drama set against a panoramic backdrop 
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